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Foreword

Inthiswork Fr. SantaL opes, aCapuchin of theHoly Trinity
Province, Karnataka, hailingfrom &. Joseph’s Church, Lower
Kasarkod, hasmadean effort to put down hispersond experience
with Fr. Alfred Roche, a Capuchin, who was his parish priest
fortwdveyears. Heexplicitly mentionsintheintroductory words
that he hastried to put down in black and white only what he
knowsfrom hispersonal experiencewith Fr. Alfred Roche.

Hemet Fr. Alfred, for thefirst time, when hewasalittle boy
of eight yearsand helivedin close contact with himtill hejoined
the Capuchin Order. During thecourseof hiselementary and high
school studies, hespent much of histimeinthe parish premisesas
hishousewascloseto thechurch. Likemany other childrenand
youth of the parish, hewasin the parish house for the tuitions
organized by the parish priest on different subjects: tolearn vocal
andingrumental music, tolearncatechiam, tohdpoutinthesacristy
andthechurch, andtovisit sick and the suffering with Fr. Alfred,
thekind and compassionate parish priest. Thus, being with and
movingwith Fr. Alfred, little Santa.could seewith hisown eyesthe
simple and salf-sacrificing lifestyle of Fr. Roche and he could
congtantly listento hisloving and compass onatewords.

In this booklet, Fr. Santa emphasizes two aspects of
Fr.Alfred: hislife-pattern and hismisson. Spesking of thelifestyle
of Fr. Alfred, he saysthat hewasvery much impressed by his
prayerful, poor, and humbleway of life, being satisfied withthe
minimum. He saw his parish priest without apersonal vehicle
and travelling with the ordinary means of communication. He
wastouched by the spirit of peaceandjoy inthelifeof Fr. Alfred
inspiteof the minimum comfort that he had. Fr. Santa, asateen-
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ager, drew ingpirationfromthelifestyleof Fr. Alfred and gradudly
sought guidance from himin becoming aCapuchin.

Referringto Fr. Alfred’ smisson/apostolate, he saystheprime
mottoin hislifewas: in giving wereceive, aphrasefromthe
peace prayer of St. Francisof Assisi. Asagood shepherd his
supreme concern wasthewel|-being and well-doing of theflock
entrusted to his care. He paid special attention to the faith-
formation of the peopl e through hisexperience-bound sermons,
catecheticd lessonsand liturgical music. Hemade specid efforts
to educate every child, irrespective of caste and creed, by
encouraging thepparentsand supporting them economically through
hisfriendsand benefactors. Besides, hewaswiththemintheir
joysand sorrows. Heatewith them; hedrank with them; hesang
with them; and he celebrated with them asafamily member. He
not only visited the sick, but also spent hourstogether with the
alling andtried to givethem the best of treatment, sending them
even to distant hospitalswhere the patientswere treated with
great love and care because of the personal contact that he had
with the hospital authorities, doctorsand nurses. Further, with
hispeaceful and graceful approach he could bring about peace
and harmony in every family. Thus, the parishionersconsidered
him asafamily member who loved and |abored for them.

| believethat thissharing of thelife-experienceof Fr. Santa
L opes can beabeautiful sourceof inspiration and enlightenment
to every reader who may not have had such an opportunity of
being with and learning from the teaching and life-pattern of Fr.
Alfred. Therefore, | congratulate Fr. Santafor the painshe has
takeninsharing hispersond experienceof Fr. Alfredinthisbookl .

March 28, 2010 Fr.Vincent G. Furtado OFM Cap
Bangalore—10 Provincial Minister
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Fr. Alfred Roche:
A Capuchin after the Heart of Jesus.
Fr. Santa L opes.
I ntroduction:

Fr. Alfred Roche cameto our parish, dedicated to S. Joseph,
at Lower Kasarkod, inthe diocese of Karwar, asthe pastor in
theyear 1975. | waseight yearsold, when | saw himfirst. | saw
himwith admiration. His Capuchin humility and gentlenesswas
atractive. Hislifeof holinessdtill continuestoinspireme. Today
| am proud to be acapuchin friar and | am glad to narrate my
beautiful experienceslived with thisman of God asaparishioner.

Though | haveheard quiteafew thingsabout himi.e., where
hewasborn, when hejoined the Capuchin Order, when hewas
ordained, and which werethe placeswhere he had rendered his
precious pastora serviceprior to hiscoming to our parish, | do
not venture to touch upon these areas of hislifeand mission.
Thesehistorical datayou can easily get from other sources. The
only reasonwhy | do not want to touch upon theseareasof his
lifeand missonisthat | do not haveafirst-hand experience about
them. Therefore, what | am goingto sharewithyouinthefollowing
pages, to put in the words of the beloved disciple, is: What |
have seen with my eyes; what | have heard with my earsand
what | havetouched with my hands(cf. 1Jn.1.1-3). For, likethe
beloved disciple, | had the privilegeof livingwith him, moving
with him, listening to him, working with him, and learning from
hislife-pattern and teaching fromthe ageeight. Beingwith him
and learning from him gradually enriched me and empowered
me. Hewasafather whom | loved dearly; hewasaguruwhom
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| tried to follow closely; he was alover of the poor whom |
admired immensely; hewasaconsoler of the afflicted whom |
triedtoimitate zed oudly.

The Secrets of hisHolinessas | Witnessed:

Firgt of dl, my memoriesgo back tothestuationwhen people
of Lower Kasarkod lovingly called him with duerespect “Roche
Bap”, here*Bap’ in Konkani language meansfather. Yeshewas
first and foremog aloving father todl without distinction—whether
rich or poor, educated or uneducated etc. Hislife resembled
very much that of hispatron Holy Father Francis. Asaresult,
hisraysof holiness penetrated not only the parishionerswhere
hewasworking but also the peopl e around. He reacted to each
according to hisage and stage. For example, for the poor, he
wasaloving father, for many hewasaspiritua father; andfor al
hewasahumble pastor. Besides, for the sick and suffering, he
was acompassionate pastor who spent histimeand energy in
comingto their rescue. But for me personally, hewasaholy
person of threedimens ons ahumblepastor, apersonfor ‘ others ,
and a man of God. These three characteristics envelop the
personality and holinessof Fr. Roche.

1. AHumblePastor:

Heradiated divinequditiesof amplicity, purity and Sincerity.
Hewasan earnest man—earnest in hiswordsand deeds. There
wasaperfect harmony inwhat he did and what he said or what
he preached and what he practiced. Hewasawell-integrated
man.

Fr. Rochewasasincere person. Heexpressed histhoughts
freely and openly. Hetook couragetotell openly the mistakes

or faults of otherswithout any fear or favor. Hedid it but with
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smplicity of heart, without hurting anybody. Hewasdoing what
perhaps St. Augustine said long ago “L ove and do what you
want”. Fr. Rochewasapersonwho loved and did everythingin
truthandjustice. Hereadily dispensed pardon of God to others.
Hisloving advicewas: “If you keep silence, keep silence out of
love, if you correct, correct out of love, if youforgive, forgive
out of love”. Heallowedtheloveof God work silently within
and then shared hislovewith others spontaneoudly.

Jesuswasaman of genuineemotions. Wehear inthe Gospel
of St. Johnthat hewept for Lazarus. Jesuscameto dispensethe
compassion of theFather. Inlikemanner, Fr. Rochewasauthentic
ingiving expressionto hisemotions. Thesceneof hisdeparture
(transfer) from Lower Kasarkod struck mevery much. Though
hewasfully convinced that asa Capuchin hewasapilgrimand
stranger, it wasreally atrying moment for him. Onesaw him
weeping bitterly at thetimeof hisdeparture, not becausehewas
so much attached and did not want to depart. Itisall becausehe
loved the people and the people a so loved him. He accepted
histransfer ingood spirit and bade farewell to hispeople.

In hisletter to the Romans:12.15 Paul givesapanaceafor
al ills: “rejoice with those who rej oice, weep with those who
weep...”. Fr. Rocheawayshad asweet and graceful smile. To
cite SimoneWell “ The beauty of theworld is Christ’stender
smileforus” Fr. Rochetransmitted thistender smileof Christto
al. Addedtothishewasgifted with humor with which he kept
everyone happy and glad.

In hisbeatitudes Jesus saysthat meeknessis not weakness!

Fr. Rochewasmeek and humbleof heart. Hishumility madehim

togivefira placeto others. To citeoneexample, theinauguration
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of the newly built church of Lower Kasarkod dedicated to the
patronage of St. Joseph theworker. 1t wasaday of great joy
andfdicitation. It wasaday of celebrationandjubilation. There
werebishopsand pastors, priestsand religious, men and women,
young and old, coming from far and near. The mass was
celebrated initssplendor and festivity; amel odiouschoir added
color tothesolemnity. It wasthetimeof feicitation, dl thehonored
guests appreciated Fr. Roche and the multitude applauded as
loud as possible, with the rhythm of Gloria-Jyothi Band,
Brahmavar. Now it was histimeto deliver thevote of thanks.
He proceeded to the microphone. He stood straight asahappy
priest and an ablearchitect of thenewly constructed church. He
looked straight at thewholeassembly. Hefound it very difficult
to speak but hespoke! Thefirst sentencewhich he uttered was
“My dear people, youdl say that | built thischurch, but my dear
people, | say boldly, itisnot | who built the church, itisyouwho
builtit”. Therewaspindropsilence. Helooked at hisparishners
andthey looked at him. Onceagain hewhispered thesamephrase
“it’'syou who built the church”. To cite Emmanuel Lévinas
“Humility lieswhen‘I” alow ‘others to passbeforeme”. This
virtuewasvibrant withinhiminthat healowed otherstoincresse
and himsalf to decresse.

Heknew theart of combining humility withsmplicity! He
livedasmplelife. Hedid not multiply hisneedsbut voluntarily
reduced them. He utilized the popular mode of transport. He
encountered God's providencewhenever hetraveled from place
toplace. Asardigioushewasfaithful to hislife of poverty and
that wasthe secret of hishappiness.

Hewas an honest and trustworthy person. Honest persons
speak truth and create trust in the minds of others. To quote
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Wolfgang “What isuttered from heart will wintheheartsof others
toyour own”. Fr. Roche spoketruth and he spokeit from his
heart. Peopleflocked from far and wideto take hisadviceand
guidance.

Honesty isthe best policy! Hewastransparentin all his
dedlings. Purity of thought and actionwashisstrength. Thisvirtue
helped him to see God in everything. “Blessed arepurein heart,
for they will seeGod”: Mt.5.8. Heloved thisvirtue very much.
Heevenwrote abook entitled “ Niskal pon’ (chastity) in Konkani
language. Thecentrad messageof thisbook is: Lifeof chadtity is
alifeof total consecrationto God. Yes, thisbook isararetreasure
wherein one can tastethe depth of histhoughts. Hislifeisarare
model for al thepriestsand religious.

Showing affection was his strength and therefore hewas
effective. Hewasnot solely given over to reason andrationalism.
Hethought twice beforeacting. Asaresult, hehad an effective
language to capture the heartsand minds of the people. Tocite
René Descartes“thelanguageisan exterior sign of the soul”.
Yes, hislanguagewasreally asign of hissoul, which sprouted
fromthedepth of hisbeing.

In Fr. Rochetherewasagood blending of both humanand
divinequdities. Hewasamanof love. Itwasall embracingand
unconditiond love, asdf-gift whichliberatesonefromtheshackles
of selfishnessand self-interest: “ For, God so loved theworld
that hegavehimsdf for usinthe person of JesusChrit”: n.3.16.
| withessed thisdivinequality of unconditional loveintheperson
of Fr. Roche. This love he expressed through his life of
renouncement and sacrifice. Herenounced everythingwillingly
inorder to embrace Jesus Chrigt in hislife. Fr. Roche expressed
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hislove by becoming oneamong us. He spoke our language.
He ate with us. Hethought like us. Heworked like us. He
suffered withus. Hefully adapted himsdlf to our life-style. We
could seeperfect lucidity in hisrenounced life. Helived every
instant for love of God and love of others.

Thislovewasa so manifested through hisdivine quality of
forgiveness. Hewasamanwho readily forgave. Heforgave
everyone from the depth of hisbeing. As SimoneWeil says
“Thegiftintheform of forgivenessisaso aform of highest gift.
It exceedsthelogic of justice, thelaw, the purereciprocity, or of
exchange’. Yes, forgivenesswasthegift heshared with others.
Forgivenesssprang fromtheinterior of hisbeing. Hewasnot
angry nor did hetreasure hurt fedings!

2. A Man for Others;

Today our world hasbecomeaglobal village. Withrapid
transport facilities and communication mediathe world moves
likean‘easy jet’. But Fr. Roche opted to work in the Diocese of
Karwar and in parishesfar flung from each other without any
meansof transport.

Asapastor | saw inhimaman for othersall-inclusive-
friendsand enemies, neighborsand strangers, rich and poor. |
saw him hour-by-hour, day-by-day, year-by-year minglingwith
oneand al moreand morefredly and lovingly.

Hisserenevoice and adorable character remindsmeof St
Francisof Assiss who waslike‘amother to her children’. Fr.
Rochewasatruefollower of St. Francisof Assisi. Lovingly he
addressed theyoungstersas‘ PUTA’ (child). In hisapproach he

wasamother to all!
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Man for others is a man of communication. He had an
extraordinary talent to unitepeople. | ill cherishthememory of
our parish: It waslikeabeautiful family, aunited family, ajoyful
family, asharingfamily, anidedl family. Therewastruecommunion
and fellowship among us. Our parishwaslikeasinglefamily.
We called our parish as“amche kutam” (our family). There
wasadeep senseof belongingness. Inthisbeautiful family we
adwayssang: “ Ohhow good and wonderful itistolivelikebrothers
inunity”. Fr. Roche had agreat convictionthat aunited parish
can soar higher and higher and achieve its objectives. The
construction of thechurch of St Joseph, Lower Kasarkod, would
beabeautiful examplefor this. It wasthehard labour of all the
parishioners under the guidance of the shepherd, Fr. Roche.
Young and old, men and women, short and tall, thin and thick,
rich and poor all felt that they were part of this church. Fr.
Roche united us al into a large family. In this family we
experienced the kingdom of God. One can recall thewordsof
Jesus* thekingdom of God isamong you, nay itiswithinyou”!
Toliveinunity isthebiggest chalenge our parishesfacetoday!

“Letlittlechildrencometome’, theLord said, “theirsisthe
kingdom of God”. Fr. Roche had agreat lovefor children. He
expressed this love by teaching catechism, hymns, songs,
accompanying themfor picnics, giving them swests, eating with
them, etc. Onething, which | observed very much, wasthat he
cdlled children by variousnames, likedoctor, engineer, musician,
violinist, lawyer, judge, secretary and others. Though onedid
not haveaviolinor did not seeaviolin, henamedhimaviolinist.
Tobefrank, though | did not havean officeor filesinmy hands,
andthough | found it difficult to pronouncetheword* secretary’,
he called me hissecretary. Oh! | wasvery proud of my title,
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whenever he called me secretary before others. Thank you Fr.
Rochefor that title! Though you called meyour secretary | did
not do much at that time, because | wassmall. Thisishow Fr.
Rochewasindillinginusagenuineinterest and ambitiontobecome
somebody in life. He taught us how to dream of becoming
doctors, engineers, priests, violinist, pianist, philosophers,
theologiansetc. Thisiswhat we seetoday getting redlized in our
parish context.

Thething whichimpressed mevery much wastha whatever
ddliciousdishesor sweetsthefamilies prepared, to honour their
parish priest, hefirst distributed them to the band of children
who followed him, secondly todl thefamily membersandfinaly
heserved himsdlf. Hedwaystreated little children with fatherly/
motherly loveand care. Healwayssaid that little children are
thetreasuresof thefamilies; they are pearlsof the society.

Asanenthusiast of the poor and suffering, Fr. Rochewalked
andtalked with them and suffered with themwith acompassonate
heart. Hevisited themintheir homesand hospitals. He shared
their burdensand pains. In hislovefor thepoor hedid not count
the cost, nor did he seek areward! The good wordsand deeds
of Fr. Rocheareetched in our memories. Hecontinuestolivein
our hearts.

Fr. Rochetook great interest to educate the people of his
Parish. Herehabilitated the studentswho discontinued their
studies, because of poverty, or lack of interest, lazinessor lack
of guidance. Heingtilledinthem an ardent lovefor studiesand
tried tofind the necessary meansto pursuetheir studies.

Fr. Rochewasagreat peacelover. He spread the message
of peace everywhere. For achieving the objectivesof peacein
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our parish heformed a“ Shanti Dal” (anarmy of peace). With
the help of thisgroup hewas ableto settleevery disputeinthe
family context and every misunderstanding and quarrd intheparish
milieu.

Another strength of Fr. Rochewashispreferential loveand
optionfor thesick andtheaged. Hehad agreet careand concern
for them. Besidesvisitingtheminthehospitals, heusedto help
themfinancidly. Intimesof graveillnesshemadearrangements
to shift them evento distant hospitals. Hegavethemmora courage
and strength to enduretheir suffering patiently. For mgjor ilinesses
hesent aletter of recommendationto Sr. Lucy inFather Muller’s
Hospital (thethen Matron) who did the needful with great care
and attention. Hislovefor theagedwasimmense! Hevisited
themintheir homes. He spent timewith them. He conducted
communion servicestothem. Aboveall hepreparedthemtodie

apeaceful death.
3. A Man of God:

Thethird mainfactor of hislifeisthat hewasaman of God
or aman with God-experience. Fr. Roche expressed it or shared
itinvaried ways. Asthe saying goes" actions speaks |ouder
than the words’, his life itself was an open book of God-
experience. | witnessed it, | experienced it and | tastedit. One
cannot measureit; onecannot evaluateit; nor can oneexpressit.
For, our languageisinsufficient to expressthelived experiences,
becausethe experiencestranscend human language.

The Constitutions of the FriarsMinor Capuchin chapter 3
highlightsthelife of prayer and appealseach oneto build his

abode in God. Fr Roche was a man of prayer and a person
faithful tothe congtitutions. Prayer wasthekey for himto open
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the day and lock the night. He built his abode on the rock-
foundation of prayer. He conversed with God. When| wasa
small boy | asked him “father what isthat thick book you are
carrying every day to thechape?” With abroad smile Fr. Roche
replied, “It’snot athick book but abook of prayer for apriestto
be congtantly intouchwith God”.

Moreover, the Holy Eucharist wasthe center of hislife. He
tried to inculcate atrue devotion to the Holy Eucharist in the
hearts of his parishners. He admonished the children and the
eldersto comefor thedaily mass. He prepared himself well for
the cel ébration of the Eucharist and preached fitting and thought-
provoking homilies. Hissermons, though smplewereclear and
distinct. Hisamazing voice resounded in the church, arareand
exceptional voicewhich still ringsinmy mind. But | cannot
makeacritica andysisof hissermons, becausel wasthenalittle
boy, | could not understand all that he said but what | still
remember isthat the peoplewho listened to him remarked “ what
alovely sermon!” He preached what helived, he proclaimed
what he practiced, and heannounced what he performed. Every
Thursday he kept an hour of holy Adoration. Thisdevotion
kindled in usatasteto bein unionwith Jesus, to make Jesusour
friend. Hetaught usshort and beautiful hymnsto adore Jesusin
theholy Eucharist. Duringeach holy hour hegaveabrief reflection
on the Word of God, which was aspecia nourishment for our
souls. During thetimeof adoration, he prayed specialy for the
vocationsfor priesthood and religiouslife. Thusan hour of
prayer becamean hour of power inour lives.

Hedsoingtilledinusthedevotion of Rosary. To promulgate
thisdevotion healso distributed therosaries, holy medals, holy
picturesetc. | know that thereareafew personswho il treasure
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those rosaries and medal s as aremembrance of their beloved
and holy person of Fr. Roche.

The experience of God he expressed through music. He
wasaman of music. Music wasthemel ody of hisheart. Hehad
agreat lovefor music. Not only he sang but he al so composed
some beautiful hymns. Thewordsof St Augustine“Hewho
sngspraystwice’ wasdwaysonhislips. Headorned hisliturgy
with abeautiful choir. Thislovely choir created aninterest and
lovefor the Eucharist. Each one participatedinthemassandthe
choir actively and devoutly. He prepared the choir groupwell in
advance. Sometimes heanimated the choir and taught ushow to
sngwithunctionanddedication. Not only did heteach usliturgica
hymnsbut al so some K onkani aswell asEnglish songs. Though
our English pronunciation sounded bizarre but still healways
accepted and appreciated us. Oneof hisfavorite songswas. Ha
kitlo boro amcho bapui, ha kitli bori amchi avoi... “oh! How
good isour father, how good isour mother...” Inheaventhere
isGod our father, and on the earth He has given us our father
and mother. A beautiful song that expressed the significance of
on€e’'sparentsand at the sametimeglorified God our heavenly
Father. Through thissong heinstilled in uslove and respect
towards our parents. He taught us that our parents are the
resemblance of God our father in heaven. If weobey our parents
weobey God our heavenly Father. Yes, thismight look smple
for some. But, weknow that wisdom liesin smdll things.

Heexperienced God in beautiful things. “BigisBeautiful”
washisphilosophy of life. Thissense of beauty and goodnesshe
expressed in various ways. He was a person who wanted
everythingtolook big, beautiful, clean, impressiveand capturing.
For exampl e, one can witnessthe beautiful art and architecture
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of the Church of St Joseph, Lower Kasarkod. Thissplendid
and wonderful edificeradiates the aesthetic senseand arare
creation of thefair person of Fr. Roche. It hasasublime beauty.
It hasamixture of simplicity and magnificence. Hedidthis
work for the Glory of God. At the entrance of the church stands
thecaption: “Comelet usadorehim”. Yes, that wastheobjective
of hisefforts; that wasthe purpose of building ahuge house of
God —for prayer and celebration! The Sunday Liturgy, well
prepared, attracted the faithful and the church wasfull to its
capecity.

Beauty and bounty comefrom God. Fr. Rochehad along
desireto have amighty belfry with agigantic bell for the new
church, sothat al could seeit, al could hear it and rejoice. With
the help of a generous benefactress from Switzerland, Miss
Elisabeth Maier, he succeeded in getting agigantic bell, produced
at Padova, Italy. Theday whenit arrived at Lower Kasarkod
hisjoy wasimmense. Heliterary danced withjoy and happiness.
Heinvited al hisparishnersto haveafirg glanceof it, whichwas
followed by agrand celebration.

“Beauty istheparticipation of God'slove’ saysSimoneWell.
In beautiful things Fr. Roche saw the beauty of God'screstion.
Hewanted to have two more statuesin the newly constructed
church - oneof &. Joseph and the other of Mother Mary. Thanks
to Simon and Co. Mangalore, thisdesireof hiswasfulfilled.

The holy person of Fr. Rochewasasymbol of generosity.
TociteHegd “Thebeauty isthe symbol of thegenerosity of the
being”. Hewasavery generous person. Though hedid not have
much, neverthelesshe shared with otherswhatever hehad. He
never sent away empty handed those who knocked at hisdoor.
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He gavewhatever he had. When he did not have anything he
knocked at thedoor of generousfriends, relativesor benefactors.
What he gaveto othershegaveitin secret. Accordingtothe
evangedlica teaching: when you do acharitabledeed, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand isdoing so that your
charitable deed may bein secret; and your Father who seesin
secret will Himself reward you openly, he never waited for
appreciation nor did heproclaim hischarity fromthepulpit. He
did everything for thelove of God.

He was generous not only in material things but also in
gpiritual guidance. He embraced with joy everyonewho came
to himfor spiritua comfort. Therewasneither strict timenor any
prior appointment. He spoketo them; heguided themtoresolve
their problems. He embraced them with tendernessand love.
Hewasboth afather and amother tothem. Attimeshewaslike
afather very authoritative and demanding and at the sametime
hewaslikeamother gentle, kind, compass onate, caring, tender.
Atthisjuncturel must admit that my mother isagreat admirer of
Fr. Roche. Sheawaysliked him and always appreciated him,
and till today shesays, “Fr. Rochewasaliving saint”. Yes, he
wasamanwholivedaholy life.

A manof Godwill certainly act according tothewill of God.
Thiswasnot only at thetime of good health but alsoin timesof
sickness. St. Francis called sickness as sister sickness and
embracedit withjoy. Asatruefollower of St Francis, Fr. Roche
had very similar attitude. Hewas aperson who stood at thefoot
of the cross of Jesus. His attitude towards sickness was very
amazing. Healwaysfaced hissicknesswith courage as part of
hislife, withasmilingface. When hewasill, hewasmoreworried
about othersthan about hisown health. Whenever wevisited
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himin the hospital, hefirst enquired about our health and our
family membersand parishioners. Hehad aloving relationship
with the doctors and nurses who treated him and al so others
who served him. Hebore everythingwith joyful patience.

As aman of God he had a passion for God. Thiswas a
sourceof ingpirationfor me. Today | am aCapuchinthanksto
theholy life of Fr. Roche. When | expressed my desireto bea
Capuchin Fr. Rochewasvery happy. Butimmediately he put me
an important question: “Why do you want to become a
Capuchin”? My response was: “1 want to wear a Capuchin
habit”. Hegaveasmplesmileand said“Youmust think alittle
more”. Thisgave me enoughtimetoreflect. Accordingto St.
Jean-MarieVianney: “ Priesthoodistheloveof theheart of Jesus’.
Fr. Rochewasapriest of theloveof the heart of Jesus. Thus, the
God-centered personality of Fr. Roche embellished with the
Franciscan Capuchin Spirit of fraternity and smplicity attracted
meto beaCapuchin.

Concluson:

In this short presentation | havetried to put in black and
whiteafew random thoughtsthat ingpired meand my lifethrough
theexemplary lifeof Fr. Alfred Roche. Asmentioned abovewhat
| have put down hereiswhat | have seen with my eyes, what |
have heard with my ears, and what | have experiencedinmy life
by being with him, movingwith him, and learning fromhim, a
man of short stature but of alarge heart. Hewasaman of vision
with clear ideasabout hisapostolate. This God-centered pastor

could read the signs of thetime and take adequate decisionsin
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any situation, of course, with apreferential option for the poor
andthemarginalized

Today wearelivinginaworld of multiplecrises: Crissinthe
family, crigsinthesociety, crissinthechurch, crisisintheworld
a large. Why isthis? Thereisacollgpse of spiritud vaues. People
havetimefor everything except for God and for prayer. A good
number of priestsand religioustoo belong tothiscategory. Asa
result, they liveadistracted and disspatedlife! Insuchastuation
| believethat the Eucharist-centered life and spirituality of Fr.
Roche can very well beaninspirationtothelaity, religiousand
priestsof our times.

Livinginthemodernworld, the philosophy of life of very
many membersof the Churchisvery muchinfluenced by theoft
repeated slogansinradio, TV and other means of massmedia.
Thewordslike sacrifice, self-denia, and option for the poor are
hardly heardin our ordinary conversationsaswell asinour dailies.
There is a strong tendency towards individualism and self-
centeredness. In such asituationisnot theother -centered life
and ministry of Fr. Rochea' spiritua therapy’ (cf.VC.87) for
our countrymen, including the priestsand religious?

Tengons, conflictsand quarrd sarecommon featuresinfamily
circles, rdigiouscommunities, and parish contexts. Parentsdon’t
understand the children; community membersfail inlovingand
forgiving oneanother; timeand againwe hear about thetensions
and conflictsbetweenthe pastor and thefaithful. Insuch astuation
of brokenreationshipsl firmly beievethat the peaceful persondity
and graceful spirituality of Fr. Roche, an apostle of peace and
unity, would be an extraordinary help in bringing about peace,
joy and harmony.
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PRAYER

All-loving and dl-compass onate Father | firmly believethat
Fr. Alfred Rocheiswithyouintheassembly of thesaints. He
wastruly imbued withthe spirit of St. Francis, the poverello of
Assis. Many drew ingpiration from hishumbleand simplelife-
style. People, irrespective of caste and creed, age and stage,
approached himintheir physical needs, psychological distress
and spiritual poverty, and through his fatherly love and care
received hdpintheir physica needs, comfortintheir psychologica
distressand enrichment in their spiritual poverty. Grant usthe
graceto havehimasour mediator sothat through hisintercesson
wemay grow inour filial loveand devotiontowardsYou and our
fraternal loveand servicetowardsour brothersand sisters.

*khkkkk*x
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